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1 76 jfournal of American Folk-Lore. 

on the back of European coins is called by the peasants a " window" — 
an English sovereign is "father of the window." A curious Egyptian idea 
(p. 106) is the comparison of the sweetheart's heels with the tenderness of 
a cucumber. 

A. F. C. 

Das Kind auf der antiken Buhne von Hans Devrient. Abhandlung 
zu dem Jahresberichte des Wilhelm-Ernst-Gymnasiums. Weimar : Druck 
der Hof-Buchdruckerei, 1904. Pp. 20. 

Discusses the question of the child-role in ancient Greek drama, — Rome 
and India are to be considered later elsewhere, — a topic already treated 
by Haym in his De puerorum in re scasnua Gracorum partibus (Halle, 1897. 
Inaug. Diss.). In so far as Greek tragedy is concerned, child-parts, played 
and spoken by boys, did not exist, nor in the comedies of Aristophanes does 
any real child actor appear. The Attic stage had in fact no child-roles as 
such, — all the appearances of children are less than this. But in the folk- 
mimus, which was not so artificial as the literary drama, child-parts may 
have existed, and here lie the beginnings of the modern " child on the 
stage." 



